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Melkersson-Rosenthal Syndrome
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Chapter: Melkersson-Rosenthal Syndrome
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DOl: 10.1083/med/8750180828632.002.0024 PD F-CbOpM aTte

An 18-year-old man presents with swelling of his face and lips. He reports three previous episodes of facial paralysis on either
side since childhood. Examination revesals marked swelling of his entire face with peripheral facial weakness bilaterslly (Fig.
34-11. He reports that his father also had intermittent episodes of facial weskness and swelling. Examination of his tongus
reveals deep furrowing (Fig. 34-2) but no other abnormalities.

* View full-sized figure
*# Downloed figure s PowerPoint slide
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Figure 34-1
Melkersson-Rosenthal syndrome. Mote swelling of the face and lips.
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The Melkersson-Fosenthal syndrome is an uncommon condition of uncertain pathogenesis and cause. The classic triad of

1 -
. . . = Related Articles
cigns includes recurrent orofacial edema, recurrent facial nerve palsy, and lingua plicata. We retrospectively reviewed the

medical records of 36 patients (24 women and 12 men) with elements of the Melkersson-Resenthal syndrome. The complete o (111} Cited in Scopus
triad was present in ‘9 (25%) patients. Orofacial mvolvement was the dominant feature; it occurred in all 38 patients and was the _ o 11820,
presenting sign in 15 (42%). Lingua plicata cccurred in 13 (50%) patients, and perigheral facial paralysis was presentin 17 ‘= Export Citation

{47%). Fourteen bicpsy specimens were obtained, all from the orofacial region. Eight specimens revealed the classic pathologic

picture of granubomatous cheilitis. No eticlogic agent was identified in any of the patients. Diagnosis is difficult when all features
of the triad are not present. A conservative treatment approach is recommended.
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warl 3 paralysis, facial edema. and 8 deeply furrowed (also known as geographic, scrotal, or plicated)
stat akersson-Reosenthal syndrome. The condition is rare. Women are affected three times as often as
— ogenesis of this syndrome are unknown. Biopsy of skin tissue revesls perivascular infiltrstes of
—rm i and histiocytes as well as granuloras and multinucleated giant cells. Steroids have been used to
b sponse. The effectiveness of surgery to release pressure on the facial nerves has not been
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K HKey Points to Remember

» Melkersson-Rosenthal syndrome is characterized by the triad of recurment facial paralysis, facial swelling. and a
deeply fissured tongue.

» Melkersson-Rosanthal syndrome is 8 rare cause of recurrent periphersal facial palsy; other causes are Lyme
disease, sarcoidosis, and lymphoma.

» Many people have a deeply fissured tongue with no history of facial swelling or weaknest
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